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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 V ALERT 00207 18I025Z 

ACTION OES-06 

INFO OCT-OI EUR-I2 10-13 ISO-00 SP-02 L-03 DLOS-06 CIAE-00 
COME-00 DODE-00 DOTE-00 EB-08 FMC-02 INR-07 NSAE-00 
SAL-01 CG-00 CEQ-01 EPA-04 TRSE-00 OTPE-00 SS-15 
NSC-05 H-02 PRS-01 PA-02 USIA-15 /106W 

181030 092353/14 

R 181010ZFEB 77 
FM AMEMBASSY VALLETTA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7237 
INFO USMISSION GENEVA 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 

UNCLAS VALLETTA 0207 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: UNEP, IMCO, SENV, MT, US 
SUBJECT: "ARGO MERCHANT" OIL SPILL 

1. ON FEBRUARY 17, THE AMBASSADOR PAID A COURTESY CALL 
ON PHILIPPE LE LOURD, DIRECTOR OF THE NEWLY-ESTABLISHED 
MEDITERRANEAN REGIONAL OIL-COMBATING CENTRE, WHICH HAS 
ITS HEADQUARTERS ON MANOEL ISLAND, MALTA, IN PREMISES 
PROVIDED BY THE MALTESE GOVERNMENT. THE CENTRE IS 
SPONSORED BY UNEP IN COOPERATION WITH IMCO. 

2. DURING HIS CALL, THE AMBASSADOR WAS ASKED IF THE 
EMBASSY COULD PROVIDE THE CENTRE WITH DOCUMENTATION ON 
THE DECEMBER 1976 OIL SPILL OFE NANTUCKET, MASSACHUSETTS, 

WHICH WAS CAUSED BY THE BREAK-UP OF THE LIBERIAN TANKER 
"ARGO MERCHANT". THE AMBASSADOR INFORMED MR. LE LOURD 
THAT WE WOULD MAKE EVERY EFEORT TO COMPLY WITH HIS 
REQUEST. 

3. ACTION REQUESTED: IT WOULD BE APPRECIATED IE THE 
DEPARTMENT WOULD FORWARD AS SOON AS POSSIBLE ANY 
AVAILABLE USG REPORTS ON THE "ARGO MERCHANT" OIL SPILL 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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FOR TRANSMISSION TO THE CENTRE. LAINGEN 
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Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: DIPLOMATIC DISCUSSIONS, OIL SPILLS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 18-Feb-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977VALLET00207 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770058-0573 

Format: TEL 
From: VALLETTA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770225/aaaaawhw.tel 

Line Count: 56 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 2463f2c3-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION OES 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 03-Dec-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3276203 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: V'ARGO MERCHANTA" OIL SPILL 
TAGS: SENV, MT, US, UNEP, IMCO 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/2463f2c3-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
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